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SUB J : NAMIBIA - PIK BOTHA COMMENTS ON MCHENRY 

REF: CAPE TOWN 0098 

THERE FOLLOWS THE COMPLETE TEXT OF AN ARTICLE FROM 
THE FRONT PAGE OF CAPE TOWN'S AFTERNOON DAILY THE ARGUS 
OF JAN 24, GIVING SOUTH AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
PIK BOTHA'S DENIAL THAT THE SAG IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RUMORS 
THAT AMB MCHENRY IS TO BE REPLACED AS THE USG'S 
CHIEF NAMIBIA NEGOTIATOR. 

QUOTE: SUGGESTION NOT FROM SA - BOTHA... 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR R.F. BOTHA SAID TODAY THAT 
SUGESTIONS THAT MR. DON MCHENRY , CHIEF UNITED STATES NEGOTIATOR 
IN THE "BIG FIVE" TALKS OVER SOUTH WEST AFRICA, WAS TO BE 
REPLACED HAD NOT EMANATED FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. 
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MR. BOTHA SAID THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT WAS NOT OF 
THE OPINION "THAT MR. MCHENRY'S REMOVAL WOULD FACILITATE THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF A SOLUTION". 

" WE HAVE NEVER PRESCRIBED TO OTHER COUNTRIES WHO SHOULD BE 
INCLUDED IN OR EXCLUDED FROM THEIR DELEGATIONS. WE SIMPLY 
DO NOT HAVE THE POWER TO DO SO". MR BOTHA SAID 
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" KNOWING HOW THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS IN AMERICA FUNCTIONS 
IT WILL BE TOTALLY WRONG TO ASSUME THAT POLICY DECISIONS IN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS ARE DICTATED BY ONE MAN. 

" INDEED, IT IS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE EVEN TO SUGGEST THAT. 

"DECISIONS MORE FAVORABLE TO SOUTH AFRICA COULD BE ACHIEVED 
BY ENDEAVORING TO SHORT-CIRCUIT AN INCUMBENT IN SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT POST AS THE ONE HELD BY MR. MCHENRY. 

" SOUTH AFRICA IS IN ANY EVENT NOT INFLUENCED BY PERSONAL 
ATTITUDES OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON IN INTERNATIONAL 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OVER MANY YEARS, I HAVE LEARNED THAT 
NEGOTIATORS STRICTLY FOLLOW THEIR GOVERNMENT S INSTRUCTIONS. 
THE SAME APPLIES TO US,” MR BOTHA SAID. END QUOTE. 

BOWDLER 
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